STUDENT HANDOUT NO. 1

A. Slavery timeline:

A Chronology of Slavery, Abolition, and Emancipation

(adapted from http://www.brycchancarey.com/slavery/chrono2.htm)
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Before 1400
Slavery had existed in all parts of the world. In Northern Europe it was abolished in the 11th and 12th centuries, although some forms of unfree labour, such as serfdom, persisted into the early modern period. In the Mediterranean region, slavery remained much longer. 
1441
Start of the Portuguese slave trade from Africa.

1452
Pope Nicholas V issues a bull authorising the Portuguese to enslave any non-Christians.

1470s
Spanish merchants begin slave trade from Africa.
1501 
First African Slaves brought to the New World. 

1522
First important rebellion of African slaves in the New World.

1530
End of the transport of slaves from Africa to the New World via Europe. 
1555
A Portuguese sailor, Fernão de Oliveira, denounces the slave trade as an ‘evil trade’ in his book.
1562 
Britain officially joins slave trade. 

1571
The Parliament of Bordeaux sets all slaves in the town free, declaring slavery illegal in France.

1573
A Spanish-Mexican lawyer, Bartolemé Frías de Albornoz, publishes a book in which he casts doubt on the legality of the slave trade. 

1640 
John Punch, a runaway black servant, was the first slave who was sentenced to servitude for life. 

1641 
Massachusetts is the first colony to legalize slavery. New York, New Jersey, the Carolinas, and Virginia will soon follow.
1660 
Charles II, King of England, orders the Council of Foreign Plantations to devise strategies for converting slaves and servants to Christianity. 

1664 
Maryland mandates lifelong servitude for all black slaves. New York, New Jersey, the Carolinas, and Virginia all pass similar laws. 

1671
On visiting Barbados, a group of Quakers suggests that slave-owners should treat their slaves with humanity and attempt to convert them to Christianity.
1674 
New York declares that blacks who convert to Christianity after their enslavement will not be freed. 

1700
Massachusetts jurist, Samuel Seawell, publishes the first North American antislavery publication.
1807
British Parliament votes to abolish slave trade.
1808
United States bans slave trade, but smuggling continues.

1834-1838
England abolishes slavery in its colonies including Jamaica, Barbados, and other West Indian territories.
1857 
The US Supreme Court decides that Blacks can never be citizens and that Congress has no authority to outlaw slavery in any territory.
1862
The US President Abraham Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation. 

1865
Thirteenth amendment to the US Constitution passed and ratified by member-states. The amendment stated that: ‘Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.’
1948
General Assembly of the United Nations adopts Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Article 4 states: ‘No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms.’
B. Who was/is a slave?
According to Anti-Slavery International, a global non-governmental organization dedicated to promoting, in the one hand, the eradication of slavery and slavery-like practices and, in the other hand, freedom for everyone who is subjected to them, slavery is distinguished from other human rights violations on four grounds. A slave is a person who is:

· forced to work - through mental or physical threat 

· owned or controlled by an 'employer' - usually through mental or physical abuse or threatened abuse 

· dehumanised - treated as a commodity or bought and sold as 'property' 

· physically constrained - has restrictions placed on his/her freedom of movement.

C. Types of modern slavery?
(adapted from Anti-Slavery International)
Bonded labour – forced labour as a consequence of an unpaid debt. Millions of people worldwide are forced to work long hours, seven days a week, up to 365 days a year. or are tricked into taking a loan which they are not able to repay despite the fact that the loan is usually very small  To repay the debt, They receive basic food and shelter as 'payment' for their work, but may never pay off the loan, which can be passed down for generations.

Early and forced marriage - women and girls are married without choice and are forced into lives of servitude often accompanied by physical violence.

Forced labour - people are illegally recruited by individuals, governments or political parties and forced to work, usually under threat of violence or other penalties.

Slavery by descent - people are either born into a slave class or are from a 'group' that society views as suited to being used as slave labour. 

Human Trafficking - the transport and/or trade of human beings of both sexes and all ages from one area to another for the purpose of forcing them into slavery conditions. 

Worst forms of child labour affects an estimated 126 million children around the world in work that is harmful to their health and welfare.







