Teacher Guideline No. 1

Internatinional and European Standard Definitions of Slavery

In its simplest form slavery can be defined as the ownership of one human being by another. It has existed throughout history and is by no means extinct today. The idea of owning another human being had sprung out during the first conflicts and wars in human society. As the civilization progressed so did the notion of slave labour. Slave labour has been seen as an economic comparative advantage making the goods and services of a slave owner cheaper and hence more competitive on the market. Although slavery has been abolished, the economic idea behind it still exists. With this more sinister and subtle ways of slavery, have been emerging. 

Meaning and forms of slavery in international and European legal texts:

THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Article 4

1. No one shall be held in slavery or servitude. 

2. No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour. 

3. For the purpose of this article the term forced or compulsory labour' shall not include: 

· (a) any work required to be done in the ordinary course of detention imposed according to the provisions of Article 5 of this Convention or during conditional release from such detention; 

· (b) any service of a military character or, in case of conscientious objectors in countries where they are recognized, service exacted instead of compulsory military service; 

· (c) any service exacted in case of an emergency or calamity threatening the life or well-being of the community; 

· (d) any work or service which forms part of normal civic obligations. 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE CONVENTION ON ACTION AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS

Article 4 – Definitions

For the purposes of this Convention :

a   "Trafficking in human beings" shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs; 

b   The consent of a victim of “trafficking in human beings” to the intended exploitation set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article shall be irrelevant where any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) have been used; 

c   The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a child for the purpose of exploitation shall be considered "trafficking in human beings" even if this does not involve any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article; 

d   "Child" shall mean any person under eighteen years of age;

e   "Victim" shall mean any natural person who is subject to trafficking in human beings as defined in this article.

THE FORCED LABOUR CONVENTION

International Labour Organization

Article 2

1. 1. For the purposes of this Convention the term forced or compulsory labour shall mean all work or service which is exacted from any person under the menace of any penalty and for which the said person has not offered himself voluntarily.

2. 2. Nevertheless, for the purposes of this Convention, the term forced or compulsory labour shall not include-- 

· (a) any work or service exacted in virtue of compulsory military service laws for work of a purely military character;

· (b) any work or service which forms part of the normal civic obligations of the citizens of a fully self-governing country;

· (c) any work or service exacted from any person as a consequence of a conviction in a court of law, provided that the said work or service is carried out under the supervision and control of a public authority and that the said person is not hired to or placed at the disposal of private individuals, companies or associations;

· (d) any work or service exacted in cases of emergency, that is to say, in the event of war or of a calamity or threatened calamity, such as fire, flood, famine, earthquake, violent epidemic or epizootic diseases, invasion by animal, insect or vegetable pests, and in general any circumstance that would endanger the existence or the well-being of the whole or part of the population;

· (e) minor communal services of a kind which, being performed by the members of the community in the direct interest of the said community, can therefore be considered as normal civic obligations incumbent upon the members of the community, provided that the members of the community or their direct representatives shall have the right to be consulted in regard to the need for such services.

SLAVERY CONVENTION of 1926
(See also the 1956 1956 Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery: http://cil.nus.edu.sg/1956/1956-supplementary-convention-on-the-abolition-of-slavery-the-slave-trade-and-institutions-and-practices-similar-to-slavery/) 

Article I
For the purpose of the present Convention, the following definitions are agreed upon:

(I) Slavery is the status or condition of a person over whom any or all of the powers attaching to the right of ownership are exercised.

(2) The slave trade includes all acts involved in the capture, acquisition or disposal of a person with intent to reduce him to slavery; all acts involved in the acquisition of a slave with a view to selling or exchanging him; all acts of disposal by sale or exchange of a slave acquired with a view to being sold or exchanged, and, in general, every act of trade or transport in slaves.

