Student Handout No. 2 - Relevant facts
The first assault

In 1990 the applicant and H.O. started relationship and decided to live together. Soon they got married and had three children. On 10 April 1995 the applicant and her mother complained to the public prosecutor that H.O. had beaten her and her mother and had asked money from them. On the same day, the applicant and her mother were examined by a doctor. The medical report mentioned bruises and swellings on their bodies. 

The second assault

On 11 April 1996, during an argument, H.O. beat the applicant very badly. The medical report noted serious injuries such as bleeding on her right eye, a hematoma on her left shoulder and pain in her back. 

The third assault

On 5 February 1998, the applicant, her mother, her sister and H.O. had a fight in the course of which H.O. pulled a knife on the applicant. The applicant and her mother were injured.
The fourth assault

On 4 March 1998, H.O. ran a car into the applicant and her mother. The applicant's mother had life-threatening injuries. At the police station, H.O. argued that the incident had been accidental. The applicant and her mother alleged that H.O. had told them to get into the car and that he would kill them if they refused. Since they did not want to get into the car and had started running away, H.O. had driven his car into the applicant and hit her. While the applicant's mother tried to help her daughter, H.O. drove back and hit the applicant’s mother. The applicant's mother regained consciousness in hospital. In her statement to the police the applicant confirmed her mother's statements and alleged that her husband had tried to kill them both with his car. 
After this incident, the applicant and her mother filed a petition asking for protective measures from the authorities subsequent to the death threats issued by H.O.  The applicant also initiated divorce proceedings. 
The fifth assault

In October 2001 the applicant went to visit her mother. Later that day H.O. phoned and asked the applicant to return home. The applicant, worried that her husband would again be violent towards her, said to her mother ''this man is going to tear me to pieces!'' The applicant's mother encouraged the applicant to return home with children. Three-quarters of an hour later one of the children came back, saying that her father had stabbed and killed his mother. The applicant's mother rushed to the applicant's house. She saw that the applicant was lying on the floor bleeding. With the help of neighbours, she put the applicant into a taxi and took her to the State Hospital. The hospital authorities told her that the applicant's condition was serious and transferred her to the University Hospital, which was better equipped. The medical report on the applicant noted seven knife injuries on different parts of her body. The injuries were not classified as life-threatening. On the same day H.O. handed himself in at the police station. The police confiscated the knife that he had used during the incident. H.O. said that his wife and children were not at home when he came back. He phoned them and asked them to come back. On their return home, he asked the applicant, ''Why are you wandering outside? Why haven't you cooked anything for me?'' The applicant replied, ''We ate at my mother's'', and brought him a plate of fruit. They continued arguing. He told her, ''Why are you going to your mother so often? Don't go there so much, stay at home and look after the children!'' The argument escalated. At some point, the applicant attacked his husband with a fork. They started fighting, during which he lost control, grabbed the fruit knife and stabbed her; he did not remember how often. He claimed that his wife was bigger than him, so that he had respond when she attacked him. He added that his wife was not a bad person and that they had lived together peacefully. They started fighting when the applicant's mother began interfering in their marriage. He stated that he regretted what he had done. 
The sixth assault

On 14 November 2001 the applicant claimed that H.O. had been threatening her. After that, the applicant's mother filed a complaint with the public prosecutor. In her petition, she stated that H.O. and his relatives had been consistently threatening her and her daughter. He was also harassing her and violating her privacy by wandering around her property while carrying knives and guns.
The seventh assault
On 11 March 2002 H.O. killed the applicant's mother while she was being driven in the van moving her furniture to Izmir. On their way, a taxi pulled up in front of the pick-up and started signalling. The pick-up driver, thinking that the taxi driver was going to ask for an address, stopped. H.O. came out of the taxi. He opened the front door where the applicant's mother was sitting, shouted something like, ''Where are you taking the furniture to?'' and shot her. The applicant's mother died instantly. 
